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What is authority? Differentiating authority, power and legitimacy

	The term “authority” refers to an abstract concept

with both sociological and psychological

components. As a child born of a myriad of

different social situations which have some rough

similarities, no easy definition exists. Of particular

concern throughout the literature on the topic is

the entanglement of the concepts of authority,

power and legitimacy.

Power is the ability, whether personal or social, to

get things done – either to enforce one’s own will

or to enforce the collective will of some group over

others. Legitimacy is a socially constructed and

psychologically accepted right to exercise power.

A person can have legitimacy but no actual power

(the legitimate king might reside in exile, destitute

and forgotten). A person can have actual power

but not legitimacy (the usurper who exiled the king

and appropriates the symbols of office).

In all social situations a person is treated as an

authority only when he has both power and

legitimacy. We might consider, for example, the

phrase uttered so often when someone intrudes

into our business in order to give commands: “You

have no authority here.” What does that mean? It

might mean that the person has no legitimate claim

to be heard or heeded. It might mean that the

person has no social power – he has not the ability

to enforce his will over the objections of others.

Or, it might be both. In any event, both must be

present for authority to exist (socially) and be

acknowledged (psychologically).

	When a person has authority over others, it means

something a bit more than simply that he has a right

to exercise existing power. The missing ingredient

is psychological – the previously mentioned but not

explicated issue of acknowledgment. Both power

and legitimacy are social in that they exist in the

interplay between two or more humans. Yet what

goes on in the mind of a person when he

acknowledges the authority of another?

It isn’t simply that he accepts the factual existence

of power or legitimacy; rather, it’s that he accepts

that an authority figure is justified in making a

decision without also explaining the reason for that,

and persuading others to accept that the decision

was reached properly. If I have authority over you,

I can expect that when I make a decision you will

go along with that decision, even if I don’t take

the time to explain it to you and persuade you

that it is indeed right. Your acceptance of me as an

authority implies that you have implicitly agreed

to be persuaded, and won’t demand explicit

explanations and reasons. When you act, it won’t

be because of me enforcing my will over you, nor

will it have anything to do with the legitimacy of

my power. Instead, it will simply be you exercising

your will for your own reasons.
                                                                                        Austin Cline

                                                                                   http://atheism.about.com


QUESTÃO 1

The text establishes interrelations between the concepts of authority, power and legitimacy.

The position of the author is best expressed in the following relationship:

(A) legitimacy weakens power

(B) power undermines authority

(C) authority presupposes legitimacy

(D) legitimacy encompasses authority
QUESTÃO 2

The argumentative structure of the text contains three phases that reflect the writer’s reasoning process.

The correct ordering of stages in the argumentation developed by the author is:

(A) thesis – problem – explanation

(B) opinion – assertion – synthesis

(C) suggestion – justification – contrast

(D) hypothesis – discussion – disagreement
QUESTÃO 3
The author conceptualizes “authority” in psychological terms, describing the kind of influence exerted by those who are in power.

The psychological component is more clearly expressed in the following fragment:

(A) “In all social situations a person is treated as an authority only when he has both power and legitimacy.” (l. 19 - 21)

(B) “It might mean that the person has no legitimate claim to be heard or heeded.” (l. 24 - 26)

(C) “When a person has authority over others, it means something a bit more than simply that he has a right to exercise existing power.” (l. 32 - 34)

(D) “Your acceptance of me as an authority implies that you have implicitly agreed to be persuaded, and won’t demand explicit explanations and reasons.” (l. 50 - 53)
QUESTÃO 4
Connectors establish a set of semantic roles while linking clauses.

Observe the kind of link employed in the sentence below.

It isn’t simply that he accepts the factual existence of power or legitimacy; rather, it’s that he accepts that an authority figure is justified in making a decision without also explaining the reason for that, (l. 41 - 44)

The information that follows the underlined connector functions as:

(A) enumeration

(B) replacement

(C) reinforcement

(D) exemplification
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Harrod’s is London’s most famous department store. The store began in the mid-19th century when Henry Charles Harrod opened a small shop. Today the foodhalls alone fill seven rooms.
QUESTÃO 5

Signs are public displays of usually written messages.

From the locations listed below, the one that is most appropriate for the posting of the sign above would be:

(A) outside bakeries

(B) on grocer’s counters

(C) at recreational areas

(D) inside eating facilities

QUESTÃO 6
Politeness in language attenuates the force of commands, partially hiding the intended meaning.

The message on the sign has the same meaning as:

(A) pay prior to exiting

(B) refunds are not allowed

(C) money back guaranteed

(D) no eating in the premises
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TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY: A MOMENT IN TIME
	The use of images to represent knowledge and

synthesize information has a long tradition within

the history of humanity. One reason for this is the

ease with which we can remember pictures.

Indeed, as early as Plato, writers have considered

visual images easier to remember than words.

This emphasis on the power of images has

naturally led to the notion of a perfect language

based on images instead of words. Images, after

all, have the ability to speak universally to many

cultures with varying languages.

When we get caught up in life’s trivial pursuits

we easily miss the sights, sounds and smells all

around us and tend to take for granted the beauty

of the natural world. As our pace of life quickens,

it becomes increasingly important to find ways

to stay calm and attentive. For me, this practice

of “being present” and “in the moment” is a daily

task requiring constant attention – one that keeps

me focused and helps offer a sense of fulfillment

in my life. This practice not only translates into

daily life but into many other areas as well, such

as travel photography.

As an art form, travel photography has a unique

set of variables. In order to succeed at it, one must

be extremely attentive. Not only is your main light

source, the sun, constantly shifting, but also your

subject, often people, rarely remain in the same

place for long periods of time.

When I grab my camera and set off to explore,

my senses awaken. On many occasions, a

morning has passed and I have found myself on

	the other side of a strange city, having spent hours

following light. Even images not exposed on film

remain indelibly etched in my mind. For me,

“being in the moment” is what I enjoy most about

travel photography.

When first arriving in a new city I usually spend

the first day or two simply strolling in the early

morning with my camera exposed, allowing

people to notice me and absorbing the scenery,

but taking very few photos. This becomes a good

opportunity to locate vantage points like hilltops

and bridges and areas such as local markets that

can be returned to when the lighting is just right.

Being aware of your surroundings while traveling

will certainly have beneficial effects on your

photography, but plays an important role in safety

as well. I have often been tempted to wander

down dark alleys or lonely beaches at night but

have decided against it after carefully surveying

present characters. If you are always aware of

what is happening around you, it becomes much

more difficult to be taken advantage of.

Succeeding at travel photography takes much

more than just the latest technical gadgetry.

I reckon it is the least important factor. Your

photographic adventure will be much more

successful if you have the will to explore while

remaining relaxed, focused and eager to establish

relationships. Most importantly, keep your eyes

open!

                                                                                   September 2003

                                                                                ROBERT POWER

                                                                  http://www.theartscourt.com


QUESTÃO 7
Due to its semantic relations and structural organization, the text can be classified as:

(A) a personal account

(B) a descriptive report

(C) a comparative analysis

(D)an appreciative review

QUESTÃO 8

Writers always have an intention when expressing their feelings and ideas in writing.

The author’s intention in this text is that of:

(A) sharing traveling experience with a specific public

(B) advising photographers on how to restrain emotions

(C) suggesting methods for capturing the perfect moment

(D)convincing readers of the importance of photojournalism

QUESTÃO 9

Being aware of your surroundings while traveling will certainly have beneficial effects on your photography,(l. 46 - 48)

The idea expressed in the fragment above is best related to:

(A) “Images, after all, have the ability to speak universally to many cultures with varying languages.” (l. 9 - 11)

(B) “When first arriving in a new city I usually spend the first day or two simply strolling in the early morning” (l. 38 - 40)

(C) “If you are always aware of what is happening around you, it becomes much more difficult to be taken advantage of.” (l. 52 - 54)

(D)“Succeeding at travel photography takes much more than just the latest technical gadgetry.” (l. 55 - 56)

QUESTÃO 10
Cohesion in the text is achieved through the use of transition signals in the discourse.

The marker Not only... but also (l. 26 - 27) expresses the following notions:

(A) comparison and addition

(B) contrast and enumeration

(C) identification and emphasis

(D)introduction and exemplification
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